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MOVING FORWARD  

Captain Douglas Hedwig leads the 89th New York Guard Band at the First Provisional  

Regiment Memorial Ceremony in Sleepy Hollow Photo By Private Ubon Mendie, HQ 
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COMMANDERõS CORNER 

by BG Fergal Foley, NY Guard Commanding General 

This yearôs NY Guard Annual 
Training demonstrates our capabilities 
and readiness to augment the National 
Guard on several fronts.  

Our tireless Engineering Battalions 
in the 65

th
 Brigade and 10th Brigade 

are getting their BDUs dirty building 
structures for National Guard firing 
ranges in Ransomville and Guilder-
land.  

The 88
th
 Brigadeôs trained and 

ready NY Guard CERFP troops are 
augmenting the National Guard at 
Stratton Air Base in Scotia. CERFP is 
a strenuous detail, and our NY Guard 
troops are the constant element, year 
in and year out, in the stateôs WMD 
decontamination response force. 

The 56
th
 Brigade and the 14

th
 Bri-

gade are co-training at Minnewaska 

State Park, strengthening the Guardsô 
search and rescue capabilities.  

In classrooms at Ft. Hamilton, 
Camp Smith, and in armories through-
out the state, NY Guard troops are 
strengthening their mission readiness 
by taking FEMA Incident Command 
courses.  

Throughout the summer, all over 
the state, NY Guard soldiers are train-
ing hard to continue to provide the Na-
tional Guard with mission-ready aug-
mentation troops.  

During School Week this year our 
junior officers and NCOs will undergo 
the training they will need to help them 
do their job ï leading troops in the 
field. By completing Company Grade 
Officers Course and Basic NCO 
Course we will also be able to promote 
our worthy junior officers and NCOs. 

To our lieutenants and captains in 
Company Grade Officers Course, I 
know you will take your training se-
riously. To be an officer in the military 
is a tremendous privilege and a tre-
mendous responsibility.  

More than ever, the NY Guard 
needs responsible, efficient, and 
strong officers to take the lead. Our 
troops deserve nothing less. 

To our sergeants in Basic NCO 
Course: I want to thank you for taking 
your responsibilities seriously, and for 
taking the training you need to begin 

your career as an NCO. Exceptional 
NCOs are absolutely essential to our 
mission ï the NY Guard cannot func-
tion without a motivated and highly 
trained NCO Corps. Your Basic NCO 
Course is the firm foundation you will 
need to lead our enlisted troops in the 
field. 

We have a very large Initial Entry 
Training class this year ï some fifty 
new recruits. This is a tribute to the 
patriotism of our new recruits ï and to 
the success of our recruitment efforts. 
Keep spreading the word about the 
training and missions of the NY Guard.  

The more our friends, relatives, and 
co-workers know about our excellent 
training and our real-world National 
Guard augmentation details, the more 
theyôll want to join with us in our 
unique mission. 

Finally ï but most importantly ï to 
our newest soldiers in IET (basic): you 
have made a brave and honorable 
decision with your lives.  

While others are content to sit on 
the sidelines, you have jumped into 
the arena. Volunteering to undergo an 
intensive period of military training, to 
learn the basic soldiering skills, as civi-
lians in the military for the first time ï 
you have my respect and gratitude as 
your commander.  

Train hard, listen to your drill in-
structors, and be very proud to wear 
the uniform of the NY Guard. 

THE NY STATE RECRUITMENT MEDAL  

Got yours?  

The Recruiting Medal may be awarded to 
any member of the New York State  

Organized Militia who obtains  
three new members for any unit of the  

organized militia.   
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  CSM REPORT  

By Command Sergeant Major James Harter 

With the summer driving season 
upon us, road safety is crucial. We 
need ALL our soldiers to arrive safely 
to your training.  

This year our NY Guard Annual 
Training is dispersed throughout the 
state. During the summer months our 
soldiers will deploy ï often in your own  
personal vehicle ï  for training to Strat-
ton Air Base in Scotia, Fort Hamilton in 
Brooklyn, Stewart Air Base in New-
burgh, Minnewaska State Park in Ker-
honksen, Guilderland Range in Guil-
derland, Youngstown Training Range 
in Ransomville, Riverhead armory in 
Long island and Camp Smith in Cort-
land.  

 
When the entire training block is 

over, we want all our soldiers to have 
had a safe Annual Training, and safety 
begins on the road. 

 
Off duty, road safety is equally as 

crucial. This is a time for us to enjoy 
our families on vacation and at family 
reunions. Letôs all put safety first. Re-
member to service your vehicles be-

fore starting on trips ï a little foresight 
goes a long way.  

 
On long trips, take regular rest 

stops and plan ahead for the inevitable 
delays. Donôt push it ï give yourself 
the time you need to adjust to traffic. 

 
Speeding does not save time! You 

will always run into a traffic jam and 
lose the time you think you saved. 
There are so many distractions when 
driving ï cell phones, GPS, CD play-
ers. It only takes a split second to have 
an accident. 

 
Every year the Army loses good 

soldiers to avoidable traffic accidents. 
Remember, wearing the uniform 
doesnôt excuse us from the laws of the 
road. In fact, we have an extra re-
sponsibility to set a good example. 

 
Letôs all have a safe Summer. 

 

 

NCO S: PREPARE YOUR TROO PS 

Initial Entry Training & Basic NCO Course  

19 -25 JULY  - Camp Smith  
 

Packing List  
 

Uniform Items 
BDUs ï Two Sets / Patrol Cap / Black Gym Socks (6 pair) 

Boots / Rain Gear (poncho) / Brown T-shirts & Underwear (5 each) 
PT Gear (Grey t-shirts, black shorts, white gym socks, sneakers) 

 

Equipment 
2 Canteens or 1 Camelback / Duffel Bag / Foot Locker 

Lock / Earplugs / First Aid Kit / Notebook and pen 
 

Personal Supplies 
Bathrobe / Bedding (two sheets, one blanket, one pillow w/case) 

Shoe Shine kit / Civilian Clothes / Hangers / Bug Spray 
Medication as necessary in the prescribed or purchased (over the counter) containers 

Feminine Products / Shaving Kit / Shower Shoes (flip flops) / Sunblock / Toilet Paper / Towels 
Watch w/ second hand / Toiletries / Sleepwear (females no nighties) / Iron 

 

DO NOT BRING  

Alcohol  / Drugs  / Valuables  / Firearms  

All cell -phones on vibrate at all times  

 


